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by deleting all language after the enacting clause and substituting instead the following: 

 SECTION 1.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 63-5-108(b), is amended by adding 

the following as a new subdivision to be appropriately designated: 

( )  Authorizes the practice of "teledentistry" which, as used in this section, means 

the delivery of dental health care and patient consultation through the use of telehealth 

systems and technologies, including live, two-way interactions between a patient and a 

dentist licensed in this state using audiovisual telecommunications technology, or the 

secure transmission of electronic health records and medical data to a dentist licensed in 

this state to facilitate evaluation and treatment of the patient outside of a real-time or in-

person interaction.  Dentists who are licensed in this state and who deliver services 

using teledentistry shall establish protocols for the practice that should include proper 

methods of keeping the patient fully informed; proper safeguards ensuring that all state 

and federal laws and regulations relative to the privacy of health information are 

followed; proper documentation of all services or treatment rendered via teledentistry; 

proper procedures to ensure the referral of those patients requiring treatment beyond 

what can be provided via teledentistry to a dentist licensed in this state; and any such 

requirements as prescribed by the board of dentistry.  Any and all services provided via 

teledentistry shall be consistent with the in-person provision of those services.  Any and 

all services provided via teledentistry shall comply with this chapter and shall be 

provided in accordance with the rules of the board of dentistry. 
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SECTION 2.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 63-5-115, is amended by adding the 

following as a new subsection to be appropriately designated: 

Teledentistry shall not alter or amend the supervision requirements or 

procedures authorized for licensed and registered dental hygienists or registered dental 

assistants.  Any licensed and registered dental hygienist who, under the supervision of a 

dentist, assists the dentist in providing dental health services or care using teledentistry 

is only authorized to perform those services that the dental hygienist is authorized to 

perform during an in-person patient encounter under general supervision.  Services 

provided by registered dental hygienists through teledentistry should be provided under 

written protocol in accordance with subsection (d). 

 SECTION 3.  This act shall take effect July 1, 2016, the public welfare requiring it. 


